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reflect the spirit of the political speeches of the time in
Norway, urging the nation to take part in the Danish
war.1 The poem was intended to be a tonic, and it
actually was a tonic, for the national will.
Interesting is the controversy as to how far Ibsen
was influenced in his conception of Brand by the
philosophy of Denmark's greatest thinker, Soren
Kierkegaard. Ibsen himself denied any indebtedness;
but, as we have seen, it was always his way to meet the
prying of the curious with such denials. For a poet,
a living figure, such as in this case Pastor Lammers, or
the artist Knudsen, is always a more tangible source
than an abstract idea ; and to Ibsen these living figures
certainly meant more than Kierkegaard's philosophy.
In the fifties and sixties of last century, however,
Kierkegaard's invigorating individualism was in the
air in the north; Lammers was himself probably
affected by it, and Theodor Brunn certainly was. In
any case, there is so very much of Kierkegaard's
ruthless antagonism to the moral flabbiness of the age
in Brand, that it seems futile to argue that this thinker
had no share in Ibsen's creation. Moreover, it must
be remembered that Ibsen insisted that the theme of
Brand was no narrowly religious one; if Brand
happened to be a priest, it was only, Ibsen said, because
the struggle of his soul could thus be more effectively
and poignantly depicted.2 And what is the ultimate
theme of Brand? It is : the truth or the lie ; which
shall prevail ? The truth must prevail at all costs,
even if these costs involve the destruction of its
champion. " I or the lie, one of us must yield," Falk
had cried in 'Love's Comedy. And here Brand : " All
or nothing ! " No compromise ! No half measures !
Now there was no more earnest ethical conviction in
Kierkegaard's mind than this. And thus Brand does
represent the first full resonance of Kierkegaard's
thought, in the poetry of the north.
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